Evolution of Organic Organizations in
a Changing World
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Beginnings - 1988




Interlude - 1989-1995
Alar controversy andthe =
loss of Innocence
Standards development -

organic livestock,
processing

US Organic Food
Production Act

EEC 2092/91
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Number of WSDA Certified Organic
Operations 1995-2005

700 - @ Producers
600 = = - - B Processors
500 = = O Handlers
400 [ O Retailers
300 W Total
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Washington State
Organic Food Sales 2000-2004

Value of Organic Products Sold 2000-2004

$300,000,000
$250,000,000
$200,000,000

$150,000,000

$100,000,000
$50,000,000 -
$-

Organic Organic Organic Total
Farm Gate  Processed Handlers
Sales Food Sales (Sales)




million In sales
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Non governmental agencies

.. * Tilth Producers
AW -+ Washington

. Sustainable Food and
Farming Network

e Puget Sound Fresh
 The Food Alliance

e Farmers Market
ASSOC.

e Heart of Washington




Role of Government

Government can be a good
ally In supporting organic
agriculture.

Persistence needed in order to

gain supportive policies and
financial resources.

Government can be a barrier
to organic agriculture.




What’s needed

More technical assistance and
research

Support of smaller scale farms
and processors that keep
money In the community.

Organic Certification Cost Share
Program

Support for local marketing
(farmers markets, direct sales
of livestock products, certified
organic slaughter facilities,
small scale processing
facilities)




o Standards need to be amendable to better
understanding of farming systems

 Sciencebased decision making

o .Synthetic substance shoeuld not be
disregarded just because they are synthetc
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Protect organic growers, consumers and markets
Full and consistent implementation of the NOP

Improved cooperation and communication
between states and USDA-NOP

Increased funding for USDA-NOP
Federal funding to states so that they can assist
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NASDA/NASOP Organic Policy
Statement -~ Markets and Marketing

« Targeted market assistance
to small and medium sized
organic growers

* Inclusion of organic as a
defined commodity in USDA
market promotion
programs

* Funding for better
Information on organic
market price data, organic
Imports and export sales




NASDA/NASOP Organic Policy
Statement — Research
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